
Welcome to
SAME Omaha Post 2023 Industry Day



Opening Remarks

Emcee – Jeanne LeBron, F.SAME (Atkins Global)



National Anthem

Leslie Suhr
Nebraska National Guard

Pledge of Allegiance



SAME National Remarks

SAME Past-President – Cindy Lincicome, F.SAME (TLI Construction)
SAME Vice President – Michael D. Huffstetler, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP, F.SAME (DLR Group)



]

Cindy Lincicome, F.SAME

Immediate Past President 

TLI Construction, Inc.



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

National Vice President

Michael Huffstetler, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP, F.SAME
Principal | Federal Client Leader, DLR Group

•Appointed Director, IGE, SAME Board of Direction (2022-Present)
•SAME Executive Committee (2020-Present)
•Elected Director Review Task Lead (2022)
•Membership Focus Groups Team Lead (2021)
•Omaha Post Board Member (2016-2022)
•Omaha Post, VP for Industry Government Engagement (2021-2022)
•Omaha Post VP for Relationships (2018-2021)
•Omaha Post Membership Committee Chair (2016-2018)
•Mentor, Omaha Post Student Annual Mentoring Program (2007-2009)
•Chair, Membership Community of Interest (2020-2022)
•Deputy Chair, Membership Community of Interest (2019-2020)
•Inaugural Member, DEI Working Group/Sub-Committee (2019-2022)
•Active Member, Membership COI, Architectural Practice COI, Facility 
Asset Management COI



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

National Recognition - Omaha Post

Industry-Government 

Engagement Award (Post)

• Outstanding collaboration 

and support to solving a 

challenge affecting 

industry, government, and 

the industry-government 

interface from inception to 

acceptable outcome.

• Outcome must 

substantially contribute to 

policy or programs for the 

benefit of the industry and 

the nation, placing SAME 

as a “thought leader” on 

the subject.

Recognizing Omaha Posts for advancing 

SAME’s enduring purpose since our 

beginning in 1920: promote solidarity and 

cooperation between engineers in civil and 

military life



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

2023-2024 National 
Leadership Team

Vice Presidents
Lt. Col. Michael Darrow, P.E., PMP, F.SAME, 
USA (Ret.)
Michael Huffstetler, Assoc. AIA, LEED AP, 
F.SAME
Ben Matthews, P.E., F.SAME

President - Col. Charlie Perham, F.SAME, 
USAF (Ret.)

President Elect - Sharon Krock, SPWS, F.SAME
Past President - Cindy Lincicome, F.SAME



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

National President’s Priorities

• Post & Member 

Engagement

• Executive Director 

(XD) Search

• Strategic Plan 2030

“Find the Value… and BE the Value”

JETC 2023:  Charlie Perham and the Engineer Service Chiefs



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

Strategic Plan 2025 – 5 Goals

• Strengthen Industry-
government Engagement

• Build And Sustain Resilient 
Communities

• Develop Leaders For The 
Profession

• Enrich The Stem Pipeline For 
The Nation

• Prepare Service Members And 
Veterans For The A/E/C Industry



Posts Are Making the 
Difference

• Industry Government 
Engagement  -- 582

• Resilience  -- 285

• Leadership  -- 558

• STEM  -- 645

• Veterans Transition  -- 272



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

Climate Change: 
Sea Level Rise and its Effect on Military and Public Infrastructure

Project Manager: Patrick Hogeboom, 
Michael Baker International

Impact:

Provides resilience education, 
awareness, and best practices 
related to climate change and 
adaptation (CCA) focusing 
attention on Military and other 
public infrastructure impacts and 
best practices. 

“Find the Value… and BE the Value”



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

We Invite You:  Find the Value & BE the Value



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

Industry Government Engagement

• Contractor Performance Assessment Reporting 
System (CPARS) Reform

• Pre Project Partnering

• Alternate Project Delivery Methods

• Small Business Size  Standards: 
Challenges Facing Transitioning Federal Small 
Businesses

• Avoiding PFAS Information Overload: Targeted 
Training for Operational Entities

• Climate Change: 
Sea Level Rise and its Effect on Military and 
Public Infrastructure

• Cybersecurity: 
Operational Technologies Threats and Policies 



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

Construction Community Of Interest

• History/Vision

• Led by MG Mike Wehr (USA, Ret)

• IGE Summit at 2023 Capital Week

– How Industry and Government Can Improve Project 
Delivery

– Owner, Design and Construction decision-makers and 
thought leaders from Government and Industry

–Topics:

• The Shrinking Federal Contractor Base
• Risk: A Hot Potato or Shared Responsibility? 

• Can we afford the consequences of not making changes? 



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

Upcoming!



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

2023-2024 National 
Leadership Team

Charlie, Sharon, Cindy, Mike D, Mike H, Ben 



Dedicated to National Security Since 1920

Thank You Cindy!



Award Presentations



Post President’s Award

Presented by:
Natasha Gromak, PMP, F.SAME – Vice President, Woolpert



Golden Eagle Award

Presented by:
Bill Stutz



SAME Omaha Post Scholarship
Awards & Renewals

Dave Packard, R.A., F.SAME – Deputy Regional Vice President, 
SAME Missouri River Region



Doug Plack Memorial Scholarship Renewal

The Scholarship was established in 2006 by
the Omaha Post in honor and appreciation
for Doug’s many years of support to the
Omaha Post. This is a $2,000 scholarship
awarded to a high school or college student
and renewable for up to five years.

2023 Recipient:

Adam Svoboda – Graduate of Elkhorn South 
entering Dartmouth College to study Biophysical 
Chemistry.



Student Mentoring Program (SMP) Scholarships
New
• Way Oo, Graduate of Benson High 

School

Renewals
• Liam Murray, South Dakota State
• Luke Henderson, South Dakota 

School of Mines
• Grace Henderson, Georgia Tech
• Ashley Hernandez-Najera, 

University of Nebraska



Mary McKernan Scholarship

New
• Kristie Trinh, University of 

Nebraska

Renewals
• Daniel Hudson, Georgia Tech
• Nathaniel George, Notre Dame
• Kaitlyn Engel, Columbia University
• Isabelle Driewer, Rice University
• Ian Kleppinger, Rice University

Mary McKernan touched the lives 
of her co-workers, associates and 
friends around the industry. She 
was a long time SAME member and 
our Omaha Post treasurer. Mary 
started her career with USACE 
Omaha before spending 18 years 
building the federal program at 
HDR.

The Omaha Post Needs-Based 
Scholarship shall be awarded 
annually to a graduating high 
school senior. The Scholarship is 
$2000/year for up to five years.



SAME Engineering and Construction Camps

Sponsored:

• Evangeline McFarland, SAME Camp at the Air Force 
Academy 

• James Cuilla , SAME Camp at the Air Force Academy



New Fellow Introductions

Dave Packard, R.A., F.SAME – Deputy Regional Vice President, 
SAME Missouri River Region

Natasha M. Gromak, PMP, F.SAME Karlus Cozart, Sr., USA (EN, Ret.) F.SAME, MBA, MPA, BSE



Keynote Address

Dr Lily Wang, Ph.D, PE, INCE Board Certified, FASA –

Director, Durham School of Architectural Engineering and Construction


