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Office of Public Health

The NPS Office of Public Health (OPH) is a unique “internal

health department” within the National Park Service (NPS).

The OPH protects the health of almost 300 million visitors a

year as well as NPS employees through prevention and

response services. The OPH also promotes the health and

well-being of our park visitors by illuminating and

encouraging ways to use our public lands for physical,

mental, spiritual health, and social well-being.



2021 10 Essential Health Services Graphic

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/essentialhealthservices.html



“Sustainable development is…

…development that meets the needs 

of the present without 

compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own 

needs.”

-Brundtland Commission Report  1987

21United Nations. 1987."Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development." 

General Assembly Resolution 42/187, 11 December 1987  

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/42/ares42-187.htm 
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Development vs. Resources
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Source:  Living Planet 
Report (2006), World 
Wildlife Fund

Section 2: Sustainability and the Role of Envision



Development vs. Resources
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Section 2: Sustainability and the Role of Envision



Changing Environment

• What is the new “normal”?

• What are the possible 

extremes?

• Are there any new variables?
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Infrastructure’s Role: Long-term
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Highways, WWTPs

20-50 years

WW/WWTPS, Bridges

30-75 years

Dams

50-100 years

DW/WW Pipelines

50-100 years



• Drinking Water

• Wastewater

• Food Safety

• Recreational Water

• Backcountry

• Disease Surveillance

What can we do? 
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EO 14057: Section 401: Engaging, Education, 

And Training the Federal Workforce…”Agencies 

Shall foster a culture of sustainability and climate

action; build employees’ skills and knowledge 

Through engagement, education, and training; 

And incorporate environmental stewardship 

Values and, where appropriate, sustainability

Goals and objectives into performance plans of

Executives, managers, and staff.”

Encourage and recommend drinking water, wastewater, food equipment, etc. that 

have low operation and maintenance costs and are acceptable to the park and 

surrounding area regarding any impacts. 



• Project Examples

• Green Parks Plan

• NPS Climate Change Response Strategy

• DSC LEED/Envision checklist for contractors/projects

NPS DSC-ProjectSustainabilityChecklist_4-10-20_v508

What are other NPS programs doing to help?
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