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THE CONSTITUTION
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• Over 200 years ago, our Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution.
• Is a basic design for how our government should work.
• Divides the government into three branches:

• Judicial, Legislative, and Executive branches.
• Each has its own responsibility to make sure our country runs 

smoothly.

Do you know what branch the COURTS are under?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Judiciary is a separate Branch of Government. It is not part of the Justice Department.



JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT
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“The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in 
one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the 
Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The 
judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold 
their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times, 
receive for their services, a compensation, which shall not be 
diminished during their continuance in office.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ARTICLE III OF THE US CONSTITUTIONThe judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their services, a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their continuance in office.



JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT

 U.S. Supreme Court, the federal courts of appeals and 
district courts, and the U.S. Court of International Trade 

 Justices and judges of these courts, known as Article III 
Judges, exercise what Article III calls "the judicial power 
of the United States.“ 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The U.S. Supreme Court, the federal courts of appeals and district courts, and the U.S. Court of International Trade are established under Article III of the Constitution. Justices and judges of these courts, known as Article III Judges, exercise what Article III calls "the judicial power of the United States.“ 



JUDICIAL  SELECTION:  FEDERAL  ARTICLE  III

President Nominates
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Senate Confirms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How Article III Judge’s get their jobs:Nominated by President and confirmed by Senate– Recommendation: legislators, others (usually from President’s political party)– Investigation: White House, Justice Department, FBI– Nomination: Submitted by President to Senate– Review: American Bar Association (not legally required, non-binding)– Hearing: Senate Judiciary Committee– Vote: SenateLife tenure (“during good behavior”)



JUDICIAL  SELECTION:  FEDERAL  ARTICLE  I

Bankruptcy Judges

Magistrate Judges

Federal Claims Judges
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Article I Judges• Bankruptcy Judges(Jurisdiction over bankruptcy matters)– Appointed by Courts of Appeals to renewable 14-year terms• Magistrate Judges(Pre-trial matters, Criminal Pretrial matters, Arraignment, Initial appearances, Misdemeanors, Case management, Mediation, some civil trials)– Positions are created by the Judicial Conference– Appointed by District Courts to renewable 8-year terms• Federal Claims(Monetary claims against the U.S. Government; federal contracts)– Appointed by President, with Senate confirmation,   to renewable 15-year termsPicture from: ALN District Court website http://www.alnd.uscourts.gov/content/magistrate-judge-staci-g-cornelius



FEDERAL JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION

 Dd
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Judicial Conference  - policy making body for the Judicial Branch - 25 subject-matter committees composed of judges support       the JCUS - federal court system is decentralized and many issues are        governed at the local levelFederal Judicial Center  - research and education arm of the Judicial BranchAdministrative Office - not a headquarters - service organization - provides support to courts in areas such as:Human resourcesInformation technologySecuritySpace and Facilities



JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Organization of the Judicial BranchSupreme Court12 regional circuits (Appellate Courts) (11 numbered circuits + D.C.)94 judicial districts (District Courts & Bankruptcy Courts)U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit  (Patent Cases)Court of International Trade  (New York City)Territorial Courts Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam, and Northern Mariana Islands (each aligned under a Circuit)



JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT

Judiciary

Employees Judges
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1,774 judges

30,000 employees

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Judiciary Personnel1774 federal judges 30,000 employeesJudiciary employees in the courts are AT WILL employees – when they say they need to make a judge happy and fix a problem – this is a major driver.



JUDICIAL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT: CASELOAD
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Bankruptcy

District, Criminal and Civil Filings

Appeals

Supreme Court 8,088 Cases

55,750 Cases

340,903 Cases

879,736 Cases

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Judicial Branch Caseload                 Source: 2017 Budget, InfoWeb Supreme Court	9 Justices (Mention Scalia)	Cases: Petitions 8,088; Full Review: 82 	Courts of Appeals	179 Judges in 13 Circuits 	6-28 Judges / Circuit	Cases Filed: 55,750District Courts	677 District Judges in 94 Districts	2-27 Judges / district	533 + Magistrate Judges	Cases Filed: 340,903	Bankruptcy Courts	349 Judges in 90 Districts	1-24 judges / district          	 Cases Filed: 879,736



CHIEF JUSTICE AND CHIEF JUDGES

11

Chief Justice (Supreme Court)
Nominated by President, confirmed by Senate

Duties: Preside over court sessions, Judicial Conference, 
AO, FJC, Smithsonian, National Gallery of Art

Chief Judge (Courts of Appeals, District, Bankruptcy)
– Assigned by seniority (time on court)
– 7-year term
– Supervises court administration
─ Delegates to Clerk of Court
─ May have reduced caseload
– Must be under 65
- Must have served as Judge minimum one year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
• Chief Justice (Supreme Court)– Nominated by President, confirmed by Senate– Duties: Preside over court sessions, Judicial Conference, AO, FJC,          Smithsonian, National Gallery of Art• Chief Judge (Courts of Appeals, District, Bankruptcy)– Assigned by seniority (time on court)– 7-year term– Supervises court administration─ Delegates to Clerk of Court─ May have reduced caseload– Must be under 65-  Must have served as Judge minimum one yearPicture of CJ Roberts: Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States, Photographer: Steve Petteway via the Supreme Court Historical SocietyPicture of Chief Judge B. Lynn Winmill (ID), http://www.id.uscourts.gov/district/judges/winmill/General_Information.cfm



STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR SPACE

TITLE 28 – Judiciary & Judicial Procedure

40 U.S.C. § 332 
Circuit Judicial Council Authority

40 U.S.C. §462
Director AOUSC Authority
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“TITLE 28 – Judiciary and Judicial Procedure” established where broad authority resides for judiciary space and facilities issues.Circuit Judicial Councils have authority over and responsibility for a circuit’s space management program and for determining the need for space. (40 U.S.C. § 332)For example, each Circuit was given their proportional share of the judiciary space reduction goal and developed a plan to achieve the required reductions.Director of the Administrative Office of the United States Courts has authority to provide accommodations for the courts, “but only if the judicial council of the appropriate circuit has approved the accommodations as necessary.” The law then directs the Administrator of General Services to provide the accommodations that the Director of the AOUSC requests. (40 U.S.C. §462) 



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE U.S. COURTS
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
AOUSC is the administrative agency of the federal court system.  Implements JCUS policies, facilitates communication with Congress, the executive branch, and the public. AOUSC works closely with Congress to obtain funding for the third branch AOUSC staff provide support to Conference committees, working with members to develop guidelines and policies.NOT the judiciary’s headquarters.  Unlike the executive branch, the judiciary does not have a headquarters.  JCUS sets policy for the judiciary, but each court has significant flexibility in determining how it operates. 



COURT FACILITY MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT
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JUDICIARY GSAAOUSC

Facilities and 
Security Office

Space and Facilities Division
• Division Chief
• Facilities Program Manager-

(First & Major POC)
• Facilities Support Staff
• Financial POCs

Regional Client Delivery Team
• Regional Client Executive
• Planning Manager
• Projects Program Manager
• Business Analyst
• Building Managers/Lease 

Administration Managers
• Project Managers
• Regional Employees

Assistant Circuit 
Executives (ACE) 
for Space

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roles and Responsibilities for Space and Facilities in the JudiciaryAssistant Circuit Executive – most circuits have an “ACE for Space” who coordinates facilities issues for their circuitFacilities and Security Office – FSO is part of the AOUSC and provides support to courts for space, facilities, and securitySpace and Facilities Division – SFD is part of the Facilities and Security Office and provides direct support to court unitsLiaison to GSA headquartersFacilities Program Managers Pay the rent billApprove occupancy agreements for non-delegated circuitsSpace Reduction Program toolkitFunding (for qualifying space reduction projects and related incentives)Contract supportA&E IT supportChange Management Records ManagementCourtroom Technology and Phone System supportJudiciary Space and Facilities Policy questions



FACILITIES AND SECURITY OFFICE – ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
OF THE U. S. COURTS

• Executive liaison with General Services Administration, U.S. Marshals 
Service, Architect of the Capitol and Federal Protective Service. 

• Major Initiatives:
⁻ Courthouse Construction Program (FY 16 and FY 18)
⁻ Courthouse Construction Priority List
⁻ U.S. Courts Design Guide 2020 Revision
⁻ Space Reduction
⁻ GSA/Judiciary Service Validation Initiative
⁻ Emergency Preparedness 
⁻ Security Enhancements
⁻ Operations of the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judiciary Building
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Executive liaison with General Services Administration, U.S. Marshals Service, Architect of the Capitol and Federal Protective Service. Major Initiatives:Courthouse Construction Program (FY 16 and FY 18)Courthouse Construction Priority ListU.S. Courts Design Guide 2020 RevisionSpace ReductionGSA/Judiciary Service Validation InitiativeEmergency Preparedness Security EnhancementsOperations of the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judiciary Building



SUPPLEMENTAL FACT SHEET FOR NEW COURTHOUSE 
CONSTRUCTION
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STATUS UPDATE
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FEDERAL JUDICIARY COURTHOUSE PROJECT PRIORITIES (CPP) 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020  PART I
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FEDERAL JUDICIARY COURTHOUSE PROJECT PRIORITIES 
(CPP) FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020  PART II
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SUPPLEMENTAL FACT SHEET ON SPACE REDUCTION
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CONCLUSION

THANK YOU!!   ANY QUESTIONS.
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