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City of Leominster
September 11, 2023 flood
March 13, 2025

More than 90 businesses in our vibrant downtown

Welcome to Leominster!
- Birthplace of Johnny Appleseed

- Home to the Plastics Industry

- Hub of regional retail 

- 32 miles of trails, 10 Reservoirs

- Home to Sholan Farms, one of two city-owned, u-pick 
apple orchards in Massachusetts
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We pride ourselves 
on being prepared 
for anything
• Millions spent on 

upgrading our water and 
wastewater system

• One of the first in the 
state to complete I and I 
separations

• Significant investments in 
sidewalks and paving

• Repaired nearly every dam
• Repaired many culverts
• Completed our Climate 

Action Plan and our top 
three priorities are 
underway 

The 12 Hills of Leominster

North and 
South 

Monoosnoc Hill
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Leominster’s 
Reservoirs

September 11, 2023

Weather forecast:
9:00am – “Flood watch in effect with potential 
for some flooding”.

6:00pm – “Storms could be slow moving, 
expect some ponding on the roadways”.

Leominster Impact:
By 6:00pm in Leominster, all catch basins 
were overflowing, every road was flooded.

By 9:00pm, we had collapsed roads, sidewalks, 
the downtown and every major intersection 
was under water, and the MBTA train tracks 
were undermined.
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September 11, 2023
End Result:

• 11 inches of rain in four hours

• Certified by NOAA as 1000-year 
storm

• 1400 homes/businesses 
damaged

• $30 million in city 
infrastructure damage

• 3 months preparing 
MEMA/FEMA paperwork for 
disaster declaration – city 
damage declined.  Appeal filed 
also denied
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Distributing 
Reservoir

Barrett Park Dam
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Exchange Street
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Adams Street/Lower Pleasant
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The Fix Restaurant Downtown
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Monoosnoc Brook – Mechanic Street
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Tilton and Cook Building collapses from pressure from Monoosnoc Brook

North Leominster Commuter Rail 
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Pleasant and Colburn Streets

Thank you
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