Emerald Coast Post Industry Day: 19 March 2026
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1297 Miracle Strip Parkway SE
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32548
P (850) 226-5801
Agenda as of 12 Feb 26
	[bookmark: _Hlk98831302]Time
	Activity/Presentation
	Speaker

	0700 – 0800
	Set Up/Registration
	Post Membership

	0800 – 0815
	Pledge of Allegiance
Opening Remarks by SAME Regional Vice President
	Scott Smith, P.E.

	0815 – 0845
	Hurlburt Field Construction Program 
	Matt Vera, P.E.


	0845 – 0850 
0850 – 0920
	Sponsor Remarks (Baskerville-Donovan)
Break
	Jim Waite, VP
Social/Network/Relief

	0920 – 0950
	AI: Your New Digital Coworker
	Scott Doss, AFRL CTO

	0950 – 1020
	USACE Huntsville Center Engineering Program
	Thomas Meier

	1020 – 1025 
1025 – 1100
	Sponsor Remarks (TBD)
Break
	Social/Network/Relief

	1100 – 1130
	Okaloosa County Development Services
	Jason Autrey, P.E.

	1130 – 1200 
	FDOT District 3 Engineering
	April Williams, P.E.
Blake Angerbrandt, P.E.

	1200 – 1205
1205 – 1300
	Sponsor Remarks (TBD)
Lunch – Hotel Buffet
	

	1300 – 1330

	Durable Materials in Piping and Tanks by Contech Engineering Solutions
	Justin Walton

	1330 – 1400
	USACE Mobile District MILCON/Civil Works Program
	Bailey Crane
Steven McDavid

	1400 – 1405 
1405 – 1445
	Sponsor Remarks (Pond & Co)
Break
	TBD
Social/Network/Relief

	1445 – 1515 
	823d RED HORSE Squadron Expeditionary Missions
	Lt Col Garrett Karnowski, P.E.

	1515 – 1545 
	Eglin AFB Construction Program
	Eric Rushing, P.E.

	1545 – 1550 
1550 – 1620
	Sponsor Remarks (TBD)
Break
	
Social/Network/Relief

	1620 – 1650 
	NAVFAC South East Engineering Program
	TBD

	1650 – 1700
	Closing Remarks by EC Post
	Steve Loken, P.E.

	1700 – 1900
	Networking/Social and Happy Hour
	


What:  2026 Emerald Coast Post Industry Day
Who:  Professionals interested in construction, energy, environment, and professional societies
Where:  Hilton Garden Inn, 1297 Miracle Strip Parkway SE, Fort Walton Beach FL 32548
When:	0800-1900, 19 March 2026.  Check in opens at 0700.  1700-1900 Social Hours

The 2026 SAME Emerald Coast Post Industry Day provides an opportunity for professionals to gather and discuss technical issues and business opportunities in an environment that facilitates individualized professional relationship building.  This year’s format provides opportunities for sponsors and attendees to interact in a relaxed environment with technical presentations. 
Presentations this year will include many local federal agencies providing a future construction program outlook throughout the day, as well as industry presentations on emergent technologies and management practices.
Meals and breaks are designed to be social.  Pastries and snacks will be provided at the beginning and throughout the day.  Lunch is included as well as a networking happy hour after the sessions.  Islander theme lunch:
Salad:
· luau ginger salad with mixed garden greens, diced sweet peppers, cucumber, shredded carrots, cilantro, mandarin oranges, shaved almonds, and crispy wonton strips with a ginger vinaigrette. 
Entrees: 
· Kalua roasted pulled pork
· Grilled pineapple teriyaki chicken
Sides: 
· Garlic fried rice
· Macaroni salad
· Sesame soy green beans
· Sweet rolls and butter

An informal social hour(s) is planned after the industry day for those who are interested in after hours discussions and networking.
The evening prior to Industry Day, please join us for an Icebreaker at Prop’s Craft Brewery and Taproom (125 Lovejoy Rd NW, Fort Walton Beach)
The day after Industry Day, please join us for the SAME Emerald Coast Post’s primary STEM fund raising event: “The Prime Rib” Golf Tournament.  Registration for the Golf Tournament begins at 0700 on Friday (20 March 2025) at the Fort Walton Beach Golf Club Oaks Course, with a shotgun start at 0800.  This event culminates with a large slab of Prime Rib, baked potato and a drink.  
Come join us for an educational and fun spring tradition on the Gulf Coast.


If you need reserve a play to stay, we have secured a group rate at the Hilton Garden Inn
Group dates: March 18, 2026 - March 21, 2026
Group code: SAE
Reservations must be made by February 20, 2026
You can view your website using the following unique link:
View attendee website
OR
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/fwbgigi-sae-cc912a2b-0bf7-41f6-ad3f-c81e9bce7ce0/

Guest room booking
Event attendees can now reserve rooms by using the attendee website link above.
Or you can call the reservations line at 1-855-373-6897 and reference the group code: SAE
 
Please reach out to us, if there are any issues with your attendee website.
Trista Barton
Sales and Events Coordinator
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