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Norfolk Coastal Adaptation and Community Transformation Plan
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Saint Pauls Blue Greenway
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Past & Future
Saint Pauls Blue Greenway



Concept Design Refinement
The design of the Blue/Greenway has been informed by a collaborative, 
iterative process. Two virtual charrette workshops, using the 
Conceptboard website, brought together agency stakeholders where 
real-time, simultaneous mark-ups captured inspirations, ideas, 
brainstorms, critiques, and feedback. The summaries of the two 
workshops are included in this report as an appendix. 

Regular meetings with the transportation design team helped to shape 
the design, especially in regards to the Phase 1 and 2 stormwater 
sediment basins, the Freemason Street Bridge design, and the Dominion 
Energy power duct banks. Concerns about existing community assets 
influenced the design, and multiple alternatives were considered and 
communicated to the Office of St. Paul’s Transformation and Public 
Works Stormwater. Phasing of demolition and new construction were 
considered in the arrangement of water management features and 
open space.

Data collection informed the design of the Blue/Greenway, including 
recent LiDAR DEM surfaces, geotechical survey, and tree health, location 
and diameter survey. Preservation of  existing trees was a major design 
driver. Water quality, quantity, ecological performance, and slope 
requirements from the Virginia Stormwater BMP Clearinghouse helped 
define the sectional and plan profiles of the wetlands, basins, and 
waterways. 
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MIN Version, March 2021
Carve outs for the YMCA and Tidewater Elementary 
School buildings resulted in a constrained footprint. 
Former building footprints serve as platforms for 
recreational uses. 

Workshop 2 Version, April 2021
Serpentine meanders were aspirational, but found to 
be unfeasible due to slopes and grading constraints. 
This version maximized stormwater storage to com-
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